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David Brooks The Road To Character

Recently I've been thinking about the difference 
between the résumé virtues and the eulogy virtues. The 
résumé virtues are the ones you list on your résumé, the 
skills that you bring to the job market and that contribute 
to external success. The eulogy virtues are deeper. 
They're the virtues that get talked about at your funeral, 
the ones that exist at the core of your being– whether 
you are kind, brave, honest, or faithful; what kind of 
relationships you formed.  



David Brooks The Road To Character

Most of us would say that the eulogy virtues are more 
important than the résumé virtues, but I confess that for 
long stretches of my life I've spent more time thinking 
about the latter than the former. Our education system is 
certainly oriented around the résumé virtues more than 
the eulogy ones. Public conversation is, too– the self-
help tips in magazines, the nonfiction bestsellers. Most 
of us have clearer strategies for how to achieve career 
success than we do for how to develop a profound 
character.



C H A R A C T E R
H E A L T H Y

Love



N.T. Wright

Jesus himself, backed up by the early Christian writers, 
speaks repeatedly about the development of a particular 
character. Character– the transforming, shaping, and 
marking of a life and its habits– will generate the sort of 
behavior that rules might have pointed toward but which a 
"rule-keeping" mentality can never achieve. And it will 
produce the sort of life which will in fact be true to itself– 
though the "self" to which it will at last be true is the 
redeemed self, the transformed self, not the merely 
"discovered" self of popular thought.
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Real Character is Not Being Talented



1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not 
have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-2



Timothy Keller

God could have used you as a great leader. God could 
have given you a spirit of prophecy. God could have used 
you miraculously, done miracles through you, and you not 
be a Christian at all. That’s what verse 2 is saying. You can 
have all that and be spiritually nothing. ...  



Timothy Keller

So different are talent and gifts from supernatural grace 
and character growth in the heart that it’s possible to 
actually do miracles through the power of God and not be 
a Christian at all or be an incredibly weak Christian. I’ll put 
it another way. It’s possible to give your talents to the 
service of God and not give your heart to God. 



22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons 
and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell 
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ 

Matthew 7:22-23



#VineyardHealthy

Real Character is Not Just Being Good



3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:3
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Real Character is Not Just Being Good



4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.  
8Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8



4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.  
8Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

 “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

“It is finished.”

Jesus is love.



8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part, 10but when completeness comes, 
what is in part disappears.

1 Corinthians 13:8-10



11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 
the ways of childhood behind me.

1 Corinthians 13:11



12For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we 
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known. 

1 Corinthians 13:12



22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name and in your name drive out 
demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 
23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.  
Away from me, you evildoers!’

Matthew 7:22-23
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Real Character is Knowing Jesus



12For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall 
see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known. 

1 Corinthians 13:12
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Real Character is Knowing Jesus



4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.  
8Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8



4Jesus is patient, Jesus is kind. Jesus does not envy, Jesus 
does not boast, Jesus is not proud. 5 Jesus does not 
dishonor others, Jesus is not self-seeking, Jesus is not easily 
angered, Jesus keeps no record of wrongs. 6Jesus does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7Jesus always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  
8Jesus never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8




