The Nature of the Kingdom

Week 1 – Intro to the Kingdom of God

Matthew 13.44-46


Aim of Study

To introduce the VBI study The Nature of the Kingdom by Derek Morphew.

Key Verse 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a pearl merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

Study:  Observation, Interpretation and Application

The following questions are a mix of observation, interpretation and application. Observation is not determining what the passage means, but looking to see what the text says. The motto of observation is look, look, and look. Interpretation is not what this passage means to us, but what it meant to the original audience. This involves understanding the author’s viewpoint as well as the viewpoint of his audience. Consider how the author’s first readers understood the passage. Application: with observation and interpretation as the foundation, you are ready to ask the question, “How do the basic truths of this passage relate to my life?” 
Background

As you may have been coming to Vineyard for only a short while (or for a long time), perhaps you’ve wondered a bit about what the fundamental theological framework of the Vineyard Movement is. The answer to that is the Kingdom of God is the basis of who we are as a Vineyard movement and it is our foundation as to why we do ministry.  When you read the Vineyard Statement of Faith, you’ll see that this is our grid, our framework for who we are as a movement, for what and why we do the things we do. By having a deeper understanding of what the Kingdom of God is about, we know more of who we are and what our place in the scheme of things really is. 

1) What do you think are our priorities in ministry here at Vineyard? 

The affirmation of signs and wonders as part of our current Christian experience. The theology of the kingdom is the best argument against cessationism (the belief that the miraculous gifts such as healing, tongues, prophetic revelation, and supernatural knowledge pertained to the apostolic era only, served a purpose that was unique to the era before the NT was complete. The gifts passed from use before the canon of Scripture was closed.)

The healing ministry was and is an integral part of proclaiming the gospel. Jesus in his ministry did this all the time. He would proclaim the Kingdom “the kingdom of God is near”, and then he would demonstrate it by healing someone. Or he would cast out a demon or give sight to someone who was blind. Jesus said, “If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the Kingdom of God is upon you.”

The Kingdom provides a framework for a healthy and balanced approach to the practice of praying for the sick. We live in between times – in the already and the not yet. We see the Kingdom come but not in its entirety. We see in part, Paul wrote, but not in whole; we see through the glass but dimly. So sometimes we pray for someone and see God heal. Sometimes we don’t. 

The focus on missions and church planting emerges from an understanding of the kingdom. Matthew 28.18ff

2) What do you think Jesus means when he talks about the kingdom of heaven?
Jesus and the writers of the New Testament were profoundly influenced by the kingdom expectations of Isaiah. Their language repeatedly draws on the major kingdom themes in Isaiah. The gospel of Matthew refers to the kingdom as the “kingdom of heaven” while in other gospels, the writers use the term “kingdom of God”. They mean the same thing: God’s rule and reign.  The coming of the kingdom involves God’s intervention in the course of human history. It is literally where God gets his way in our lives, our families, our communities – one day the kingdom will come in its fullness and God will get his way throughout the entire earth, in all areas, and in every way. God is king whether we acknowledge his kingship or not but if we allow him to be the king in our lives, then he promises that he will be freedom from sin, and healing.

3) Here in Matthew 13, Jesus uses the parable of a treasure and again of a pearl of great price to illustrate the kingdom of God. What does this tell us about the kingdom of God?

It tells us that the kingdom of God is worth everything we have. The two men in the story “sell everything they had” and went back and bought the field and the pearl. Matthew 6.33 tells us to seek first his kingdom. Why? Because it’s worth everything we have! The Kingdom of God is foundational to Christianity and Jesus is smack at the center. Jesus is the center of scripture – all the OT laws and all the prophecies pointed to Jesus and were indeed fulfilled in Jesus. We must never forget that Jesus must be the primary focus of our lives and of scripture. We have no ministry but the ministry of Christ. Christ alone unifies all scripture. When we look at the word of God from the perspective of the centrality of Christ, we realize that the message, ministry and self-understanding of Jesus are inseparably linked to the Kingdom of God. Therefore our message, ministry and self-understanding are to be inseparably linked to the kingdom of God as well. Jesus came announcing the kingdom through both word and deed; his parables explained the kingdom and his miracles bore witness to the presence of the kingdom.

4) So what has been your understanding of the Kingdom of God over the years? What theology has been fundamental to you? Discuss.

The theme of the kingdom, as preached by Jesus, unites the entire flow of biblical truth, from Moses through the Prophets, through the Writings, the Gospels, the Letters and the Revelation of John.

It is simply this: God’s rule and reign. Heaven is not a literal piece of geography out in the stratosphere somewhere, where God lives. It is where God always gets his way.

His rule is eternal and universal in the sense that he is, he was, and he always will be the supreme ruler of all things. He rules the heavens, the angels, the planets, nature, history, and all reality, yet we do not necessarily experience his rule in our lives. This is a choice that we can make – on this little planet known as earth we can literally choose to run our own little kingdoms contrary to the will of God – he allows us to do this. We see the consequences of this in our lives, in our families, in our communities, in our countries, in our environment, throughout the globe. We see it in the wars that are fought, in the genocides that are committed, in the oppression that is inflicted on the more marginalized of our societies

The coming of the Kingdom breaks through and confronts us – God intervenes in the course of human history. Again and again his power breaks into the affairs of nations and of humanity, confronting the forces that hold against him; the very forces that oppress and imprison people, and he sets them free. It’s not freedom to whatever we want; it’s about us becoming who God has created us to be. God is the original freedom fighter.

5) How has relationship with God been like an incredible treasure you have discovered? 

6) What has “buying into” the kingdom of God cost you?

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.





“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.�








