The Nature of the Kingdom

Week 5 – The Prophetic Promise of The Kingdom

Isaiah 43.14-28

This is what the LORD says – your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “For your sake I will send to Babylon and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians, in the ships which they took pride. I am the LORD, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, your King.” This is what the LORD says – he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. Yet you have not called on me, Jacob, you have not wearied yourselves for me, Israel. You have not brought me sheep for burnt offerings nor honored me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with grain offerings nor wearied you with demand for incense. You have not bought any fragrant calamus for me, nor lavished on me the fat of your sacrifices. But you have burdened me with your sins and wearied me with your offenses. I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more. Review the past for me, let us argue the matter together; state the case for your innocence. Your first father sinned; those I sent to teach you rebelled against me. So I disgraced the dignitaries of your temple; I consigned Jacob to destruction and Israel to scorn.

Aim of Study

To look at the second statement of the Old Testament presentation of the kingdom: “The Lord will become King.”
Key Verse 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.

Study: Observation, Interpretation and Application

The following questions are a mix of observation, interpretation and application. Observation is not determining what the passage means, but looking to see what the text says. The motto of observation is look, look, and look. Interpretation is not what this passage means to us, but what it meant to the original audience. This involves understanding the author’s viewpoint as well as the viewpoint of his audience. Consider how the author’s first readers understood the passage. Application: with observation and interpretation as the foundation, you are ready to ask the question, “How do the basic truths of this passage relate to my life?”

Background

The statement, “The Lord is King” reflected the period from Moses to Solomon. The reign of David and Solomon was a peak experience for Israel, but the peace didn’t last. Israel and Judah were both disobedient and followed other gods and both ended up in the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles respectively. Prophet after prophet warned Israel of certain doom but no one really heeded the warnings. Eventually the judgment of God had to fall and the nation was invaded and subdued first by the Assyrians and then by the Babylonians. Israel returned to bondage – Babylon became the new Egypt. The kingdom was lost. (Ezek. 10)

It was in these desolate circumstances that the prophets of Israel received the promise of the kingdom: “The Lord will become King”. As they looked back at the deliverance from Egypt and the Davidic monarchy, they believed that God would again deliver them. Hadn’t God promised David, “Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever…” (2 Sam. 7.16) There would be a final intervention of God in history, when the kingdom would cover the whole earth and eventually, a new heaven and a new earth would come.

Isaiah was one of the Old Testament books most quoted by Jesus and much of his language has been carried into the New Testament. He weaves together themes like a classical composer. The major theme, the coming of the kingdom or of the Messianic era, runs throughout. Isaiah’s staring point is one he holds in common with the general prophetic view of the future: God, the king, will come and the Spirit will be poured out, bringing salvation. 

 In Isaiah’s terms, salvation encompasses the whole of life and the whole spectrum of God’s mercy and peace in creating a new people of God who will enter into a new order.

1) As you read this passage, what stands out to you?

2) How does God describe himself in this text? 

God uses his title, LORD (Yahweh – I AM – v.14, 15,16) which derives from the Hebrew verb “hayah” that translates “to be” (I am) It carries the unique ability to refer to “being” in the past, present or future tense. This is Yahweh speaking and these are event-words, meaning that when God speaks, things happen. He also identifies himself as Israel’s Redeemer – Isaiah uses the word primarily with reference to redemption from captivity (v.14; 47.4; 52.3-9) the contexts also show that this redemptive activity is not an end in itself, but part of a process moving towards something greater. He is their Creator, one who made them, set them a part from all the other nations. He was their king who rules over his people.

3) What does God remind the Israelites of in this text?

Throughout the first half of Isaiah, God lays out an indictment against Israel. Her increasing idolatry had tried God’s patience. In the preceding texts of verses 8-13, Israel and the nations are in court together. What is being examined is the Lord’s claim to uniqueness as sole deity. Only he can foretell because he alone is divine. From his dealings with Israel in the past – as Revealer and Savior of his people (v.12) and Judge of others, at a time (presumably the Exodus) when the people’s trust was in him alone and not, as often later, partly in foreign deities. He alone is God and Savior. God reminds Israel that he alone is their redeemer; he is the one who had brought them out of slavery to Egypt, conquering the very gods of that nation. He made a covenant with Israel, creating them to be his people, his nation. He set them a part from all the other nations in order that they might be a blessing to all the nations of the world. 

4) What does God say he’ll do to their oppressors?

Babylon, the nation oppressing Israel, will be judged. While the pagan nations were often used as part of God’s process of purging his people of their transgressions of his will, they were still judged for their pagan worship, brazen pride, and inhumane treatment of their enemies. Ultimately God is speaking comfort to his people who are hurting because they are under his judgment for their multitude of sins. Implicit is the promise that he will again redeem them and bring them out from under a foreign nation’s oppression.

5) Why do you think God needed to remind Israel of what he has done for them? 

God had promised the Israelites that he would deliver them from Egypt and from bondage to Pharaoh. He provided for them during their journey in the wilderness, guiding them ultimately to the “promised land”. He promised them that they would be his people and he would provide for them always. As long as they continued to obey the commands of the Sinai covenant, they got to experience kingdom life, which entailed kingdom peace, kingdom prosperity, kingdom celebration, and multiplication. In looking back at their past, what they saw was that God kept his promises. This meant that any new promises that God made would be kept as well.

6) Why is it important to remember what God has done in our lives? What are some significant things God has done in your life?

7) In verses 16-17, God reminds the people of Israel of what he had accomplished on their behalf. But in verse 18 he tells them to forget all that because he is doing a new thing. What is this new thing?

Some of the most beautiful passages in Isaiah are about the coming of the Spirit. He uses symbols of water, rain and rivers to signify the life-giving quality of the Spirit’s work. Verses 19,20 are promises of the coming of the Spirit. He will provide water even in the deserts to give drink to his chosen people – that they might give the praise that is due to their king. The descendants of Israel would spring up like grass (44.4), the desert would burst into life and water would gush forth in the wilderness for the poor and needy. The knowledge of the Trinity – the fact that god is Father, son and Holy Spirit – was revealed through the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ and the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost. One cannot see this in the Old Testament without the New Testament hindsight, but in describing the coming of God, the coming of the king and the outpouring of the Spirit, Isaiah makes it clear that it is the Triune God who will finally break through into human history. God will come in the fullest sense, bringing salvation.

8) In verse 19 God says that he is doing a new thing and asks, “Do you not perceive it?” Why is it hard for you to perceive what God is up to in your own life or in the world around you?

9) In verses 22 – 24, the mood of the text changes, with comfort giving place to accusation. What does God accuse Israel of? The Lord’s past acts of grace should have evoked gratitude from his people, but they have offered him sins instead of sacrifices. Both ritualistic excess of sacrifices (vv.23, 24; cf. 1.2-17) and shameful neglect of them testify to a deep spiritual malaise in the nation. But Israel is given in v. 25 the assurance of forgiveness of sins. God will blot out her transgressions and her sins he will remember no more. 

10) What does idolatry look like in our lives and culture today? 
Often when we hear the term “idolatry” we think of “graven images” – pictures or figurines of gods or goddesses that we bow down to. But idolatry really is anything that we give priority to over and above our relationship with Christ. It can be the usual culprits: addictions to drugs, alcohol, or even sex but it can also be our careers, our families, our relationships, or our material possessions. The things that are idols in our lives are often not in and of themselves bad. However when we place them above God and use them as our source of life and comfort, the fruit will only be bad. On a personal level, idolatry brings bondage in our lives and alienation from ourselves, as well from God and from others. On a broader level it opens the door to terrible injustices both socially and environmentally. All said it is something that grieves God’s heart and his desire is to set us free from the addictions that plague us. His salvation does not just stop when we ask Christ into our lives, but continues throughout our lifetime as he transforms us into a people who bring his justice and kingdom to the lives of those who don’t know him.

11) What are some areas of idolatry that you struggle with? What have you placed above God in your life?
One of the roles of small groups is to walk the path of faith together. James tells us to “confess our sins to each and pray for each so we may be healed.” The fact is we all struggle with areas in our lives that we are in bondage to and God wants to transform those areas so we can only be free from them. 

