The Nature of the Kingdom

Week 7 – The Fulfillment of the Promise

Mark 2.1-12

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk?’ But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”

Key Verse 

But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.
Aim of Study

To look at the Jesus’ fulfillment of the promise of the coming of the kingdom in the New Testament.

Study: Observation, Interpretation and Application

The following questions are a mix of observation, interpretation and application. Observation is not determining what the passage means, but looking to see what the text says. The motto of observation is look, look, and look. Interpretation is not what this passage means to us, but what it meant to the original audience. This involves understanding the author’s viewpoint as well as the viewpoint of his audience. Consider how the author’s first readers understood the passage. Application: with observation and interpretation as the foundation, you are ready to ask the question, “How do the basic truths of this passage relate to my life?”

Background

The Old Testament drew to a close with a sense of great expectation. Isaiah and Daniel pictured the kingdom as vast and majestic. The day of the Lord would be the complete, final revelation of God to humankind. Every previous coming of the kingdom involved confrontation between the power of God and the oppressor of his people. The living God would again demonstrate his supreme power and authority. This kingdom breakthrough was expected at any moment; but instead, hundreds of years of silence, oppression and waiting followed. Can you imagine a people waiting for centuries for the fulfillment of such a promise? Then a prophet arose in the desert, and for the first time in years, the people heard the ring of authority. His words of judgment and promise echoed those of the Old Testament prophets. Repent for the time was short! The kingdom of God was near. The one who was to come would follow this prophet. He announced this event in terms that spoke unmistakably of the end, the day of the Lord. John preached a repentance that required moral change. When Jesus arrived, he received the anointing promised for the Messiah (meaning “Anointed One”). The voice of God spoke from heaven, authenticating him as the Son of promise. The message of John and the baptism of Jesus fulfilled the promise of Isaiah (Mk.1.2-3, 11). 

Confrontation was immediate. This time the enemy wasn’t Pharaoh, the nations that had held Israel captive in her own land or the Babylonian kingdom, but rather the ultimate enemy of God’s people, the devil. The Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness to do battle with him for forty days, a Hebrew way of describing a fairly short period (1.12-13). Jesus returned from the desert triumphant, “filled with the Holy Spirit” (Lk. 4.1). 

He proclaimed the same message as John, the language of Isaiah placing his words unmistakably in an “end of the world” context. The time of waiting had ended. The good news had arrived. People must turn away from their sins and be ready to meet their God because the kingdom was near. 

Here in Mark’s gospel, we are given a sense of rapid, dramatic fulfillment – his story reads like a riviting eyewitness account. Three words are characteristic in Mark’s rendition here of the coming kingdom: immediately, authority, and mystery.

The immediacy of the Kingdom: everything seems to happen immediately, the next day, or at most, a few days later. The kingdom, in Mark’s account, came suddenly, dramatically, and unexpectedly.

The Authority of the King: Jesus called people to himself with the authority of God and they dropped everything to follow him. He had authority over demons. When they manifested, he cast them out. He rebuked them with a word so that the people could understand the authority of God. His authority extended over sickness and over nature Daniel spoke of the Son of Man, the heavenly One who would come to earth with the full authority of God. God’s rule had drawn near. His authority was breaking through and destroying every power that stood in its way.

The Mystery of the Kingdom: Running through the entire ministry of Jesus is the same sense of confrontation that we saw in the Old Testament picture of the kingdom. But the enemy now has a different shape. He is no longer identified with a particular nation or nations that certain gods rule over, but with all the evil of the world and all the opposition to God. The final battle has begun. The strong man himself comes into view: his fortress or headquarters is being attacked (Mk.3.26-27). The presence of Jesus resists him at ever point. The demons recognize what is going on to a far greater extent than the people and they are caught off guard. Everything about Jesus indicates that the final judgment has drawn near. And yet, other aspects of the ministry of Jesus seem to run counter to this dramatic realization.

1) As you read through this passage, what stands out to you?

2) Describe the scene in verses 1-4. What do you think the paralytic and his friends want from Jesus?
 Jesus was returning to familiar territory where he had healed many and driven out demons (Mark 1). Although he begins by preaching the word to this crowd, it is safe to assume that they were all there because they wanted healing. The paralytic and his friends were undoubtedly seeking the same. 

3) This man an his friends were obviously desperate–enough that they tore off a roof. How desperate are you to get the healing God has for you?

4) How would you describe faith and how was it illustrated here in this story?

Faith in the Greek has a rich meaning. A simple definition might be having a firm conviction about God (his character, his love, his faithfulness, his power) that results in trusting him and surrendering one’s life to him. Another way of describing faith that we like here at Vineyard is R-I-S-K. Out of our relationship with God and our trust in him, we are willing to step out and take a risk to do whatever he has called us to do. The paralytic and his friends took the risk to get into Jesus’ presence, trusting that he would bring healing to the paralytic.

5) Jesus does not heal the man right away. Why not?

Jesus first forgives the man’s sins. Some might say that he forgave the sins to show that forgiveness (and ultimately salvation) is really a more basic need than physical healing and therefore more important. In many ways that is true. Everyone needs forgiveness but everyone doesn’t need physical healing. This truth however did not stop Jesus from healing many other people of physical ailments with no mention of their sins or their need for forgiveness. One possibility is that the man’s sins needed to be dealt with first. Jesus could not reverse the order of the healing because this man’s sins may have been the root cause of his paralysis. For the man to be healed physically, he needed to have his sins forgiven. 

6) As in so many other situations, Jesus knew what the Pharisees were thinking. What does he ask them and what do you think he is getting at?

In asking the Pharisees “Why are you thinking these things?” Jesus indicated to the Pharisees that he knew what they were thinking. He asks them what is easier to say… Obviously it is no harder to say one sentence over another, which is Jesus’ point. Healing is no harder for Jesus than forgiveness. He could just as easily heal the man as he could forgive him because he was God. He had the authority (the right) to do both. The difference is that healing can be verified while forgiveness can’t. Forgiveness is a hidden transaction in the heart while healing is a visible activity in the body. So to verify that this man was truly forgiven of his sins, Jesus heals his body of paralysis. Jesus’ demonstrated that he had the authority to forgive sins. The scribes believed that God alone could forgive sins. Jesus made his claim abundantly clear: “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…I tell you, get up, take you mat and go home.” (Mk 2.10-11).  

Jesus referred to himself as the Son of Man 82 times in the gospel records, which makes it his favorite title.  It is a Messianic title and is traced back to Daniel 7.13. Jesus is again saying by using the title Son of Man that the kingdom of God has arrived and that he is its king.

7) How are we often offended at what God does in the lives of others? Where do you think that comes from?

8) This story is frequently interpreted as a picture of Jesus’ deity for the benefit of the Pharisees – which it actually is. Let’s focus however on the paralytic. How do you think the paralytic felt about what Jesus did for him? 
We don’t know what this man’s sins were, but it is quite possible that a particular sin weighed heavy on his conscience to the point that it was “wasting away his bones”. Perhaps this was a sin that was known throughout the community, which would have ramifications for this man socially. By declaring him forgiven in such a public setting, Jesus is bringing healing to the man’s guilt-ridden conscience and heavy heart and to the network of social relationships in which he lives. 

9) How has God brought healing to your life (physical, emotional or spiritual)? How did you feel as a result?

