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I. Examining Our Motives

BROKEN MOTIVATION

FEAR
PRIDE

Self-centeredness

Self-righteousness

Our motivation is rooted  
in our embrace of the gospel

KINGDOM MOTIVATION

At the cross, my fear melts

At the cross, my pride melts



I. Examining Our Motives
A. What makes you want to do what’s right?  
B. A warning about religion 

• giving, praying and fasting



Religion is the default mode of fallen human beings.

Martin Luther



I. Examining Our Motives
A. What is it that makes you want to do what’s right?  
B. A warning about religion 

• giving, praying and fasting 
C. A Principle of Showing & Hiding (Matthew 5:16, 6:1)

“Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ in front of others, to be seen 
by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.”  
- Matthew 6:1 
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” - Matthew 5:16 



We are to show when we are tempted to hide, 
and we are to hide when we are tempted to show.

A.B. Bruce



1. We Are All Actors In A Great Drama

II. Five Great Facts Of Life

(v. 2) …when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, 
as the hypocrites do… 
(v. 5) …when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites… 
(v. 16) …When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do… 

(v. 1) Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness'  
in front of others, to be seen by them…



1. We Are All Actors In A Great Drama 
2. We Are Always Being Watched (Psalm 139)

II. Five Great Facts Of Life

(v. 4) Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you 
(v. 6) Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
(v. 18) …and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.



Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of 
him to whom we must give account.

Hebrews 4:13 



1 You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 2 You 
know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts 
from afar. 3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 
you are familiar with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my 
tongue you, LORD, know it completely. 

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light 
become night around me,” 12 even the darkness will not be 
dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is 
as light to you.

Psalm 139:1-4, 11-12





“God sees it all. He knows your heart; other people do not. 
You can deceive them, and you can persuade them that you 
are quite selfless; but God knows your heart. 
“This is a fundamental principle for the whole of our life. I 
sometimes feel that there is no better way of living and trying 
to live, the holy life than to just be constantly reminding 
ourselves of this simple fact.” 

Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones



“When we wake up in the morning we should immediately 
remind ourselves and recollect that we are in the presence of 
God. It is not a bad thing to say to ourselves before we go any 
further: "Throughout the whole of this day, everything I do, 
and say, and attempt, and think, and imagine, is going to be 
done under the eye of God. He is going to be with me; he sees 
everything; he knows everything. There is nothing I can do or 
attempt but God is fully aware of it all.”

Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones



1. We Are All Actors In A Great Drama 
2. We Are Always Being Watched (Psalm 139) 
3. We All Want To Be Watched 
4. Since We Are All Actors, For Whom Will You Perform?

II. Five Great Facts Of Life



“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did 
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’

Matthew 25:37-40



1. We Are All Actors In A Great Drama 
2. We Are Always Being Watched (Psalm 139) 
3. We All Want To Be Watched 
4. Since We Are All Actors, For Whom Will You Perform? 
5. We All Get The Reward We Seek

II. Five Great Facts Of Life

 (vs. 2, 5, 16) “Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.”

 (vs. 4, 6, 18) “Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
                             will reward you.”



My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of 
my heart and my portion forever.

Psalm 73:26


