CURRENT
the Vineyard church

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2021
D U L U T H V I N E YA R D . O R G
Artwork by Margie Helstrom

WELCOME!

CO N TAC T U S

The Vineyard is a community of all kinds of people looking
to be more like Jesus. We want to love and experience God,
love one another, and partner with Christ to bring his hope
and healing to the Twin Ports (and the whole world)!

Michael Gatlin - Senior Pastor - jmgatlin@duluthvineyard.org

There are lots of ways to get connected, grow, and serve
at the Vineyard. Whether you've just started coming to
the Vineyard or you've been here a while, there's always
something God is inviting you into.

John Kliewer - Associate Pastor - jkliewer@duluthvineyard.org

Brian Brinkert - Associate Pastor - bbrinkert@duluthvineyard.org
Asa Harting - Associate Pastor - aharting@duluthvineyard.org

Casey LaCore - Associate Pastor - clacore@duluthvineyard.org
Clint Considine - Pastoral Assistant - cconsidine@duluthvineyard.org

First Steps
Try any these out to get to know us better:

• Attend our weekend services
• Have dinner and discuss Christianity at Alpha
• Try out a Small Group
• Learn all about the Vineyard's history and
values at Welcome to the Vineyard

• Volunteer with us and serve our community

MINISTRY ARE AS
Vineyard Kids - Becca Eastvold - beastvold@duluthvineyard.org
Student Ministries
Clint Considine - cconsidine@duluthvineyard.org
Steph Bremer - sbremer@duluthvineyard.org

College & Young Adults - John Kliewer - jkliewer@duluthvineyard.org
Marriages & Families - Casey LaCore - clacore@duluthvineyard.org
Men’s Ministry - Brian Brinkert - bbrinkert@duluthvineyard.org

Next Steps

Women’s Ministry - Steph Bremer - sbremer@duluthvineyard.org

Continue growing closer to God and explore all he

Small Groups - smallgroups@duluthvineyard.org

has for you:

Worship Ministry - Asa Harting - aharting@duluthvineyard.org

•
•
•

Attend one of our Bible-based classes

Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf - fotv@duluthvineyard.org

Commit to a Small Group

Prison Ministry - prisonministry@duluthvineyard.org

Begin tithing regularly

Church Planting - Michael Gatlin - jmgatlin@duluthvineyard.org
Heroic Leadership Inst. - Jackson Gatlin - jgatlin@duluthvineyard.org

Leadership Steps
If you want to explore what leadership is like
at Vineyard try these:

•
•

Take the Leadership Basics classes

WO RSH IP SERVI CES:

Attend Small Group Leader Training

Sundays at 9 & 11am (Online and In-person)

Serving Our City Steps
We want everyone to know how much God loves
them (even in really practical ways). Help people
feel the love of God in real tangible ways:

•
•
•
•

Offices: 1533 W. Arrowhead Rd., Duluth, MN 55811
218.525.3462 • www.duluthvineyard.org
info@duluthvineyard.org
facebook.com/theduluthvineyardchurch
facebook.com/thevineyardwell (Grades 6-8)
instagram.com/emergevineyard (Grades 9-12)

Volunteer in our Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf
Help send letters with our Prison Ministry
Bake or handout yummy treats with our
Muffin Ministry
Donate or volunteer with the clothing closet

the Vineyard church
Love God. Love people. Period.

FIRST STEPS

WITH GOD AND WITH PEOPLE

B R E A K F A S T - Saturday, November 20 at 9am - Who
doesn't love a Saturday morning of free bacon and pancakes and
time with good friends? Come hang out at our regular Men's
Breakfasts. We'll eat together, take in a short message, and pray
for each other. You won't want to miss this!

MEN'S

C O L L E G E F I N A L S R E L I E F - Sunday, December 12 at 4pm to
midnight - Hey, college students! Studying for finals doesn't have
to be all drudgery. Get rid of your finals week anxiety by taking
some time to come hang out at the Vineyard to have some fun, and
maybe even study for a test or two. We've got eight hours of stressrelieving activities like live music, big-screen movies, dodgeball
tournaments, and FREE FOOD and unlimited coffee to keep you
going. There's also plenty of quiet study space with Wi-Fi access
because we actually want you to do well on your exams. Did we
mention it's all for FREE? Join us if you want to study or "study"
for finals.

Christmas Eve Services
Friday, December 24 at 12, 2, and 4pm at Arrowhead and 7pm
at Eastside - Join us this Christmas as we celebrate the way
God is making everything new! Throughout the biblical story
we see God’s desire and plan to enjoy all he’s created with us.
We see his invitation to dwell and rest with him in the first
pages of the bible in Genesis and we see this invitation again
in the last pages of Revelation.

A WAY O F LI FE TH AT
AC TUA LLY WO RKS
For many of us, spending time in God’s
presence has felt more like homework
than a real life-giving relationship.
We’ve been taught the importance of
Bible reading or prayer, for instance,
yet we may not have many tools or
training to do these things well.
To help you develop your relationship
with Jesus, we put together this handy
booklet and webpage with videos as a
resource for you.
Pick up this guide in the lobby and
visit our website to view videos.

W E L C O M E T O T H E V I N E Y A R D - Sunday, January 9 at 5:30pm Welcome to the Vineyard is your opportunity to discover what our
church is all about. We’ll fire up the wood-fired oven and enjoy
some delicious pizza together. We'll take an in-depth look at the
Vineyard’s history, vision, values - touching on lots of areas of
ministry and ways you can get involved. If you choose, at the end
of the class, there is an opportunity to become a member. Register
online or at the Welcome Center. We look forward to meeting you!

A practical guide for developing your
relationship with God

duluthvineyard.org/life
the Vineyard church
Love God. Love People. Period.

The biblical Christmas story points to God inviting you and I
to be made new and to participate with him in bringing that
newness, the kingdom of God, with us everywhere we go.
So, while we may experience Christmas as a stressful season,
full of impossible expectations and anxiety, we believe God is
inviting us to experience his newness as we draw near to him
and allow his Spirit to breathe his life into our lives—bringing
new hope, faith, love, and great joy this holiday season.
You’re invited to join us Sundays at 9 and 11am November 28
through December 26 to celebrate the season of Advent. Then
on Christmas Eve, we’ll gather to sing Christmas carols and
reflect on the way God is bringing his kingdom here on earth
as in heaven, all while enjoying a hot cappuccino or cocoa.
Plus, there will be activities for children of all ages. We would
love to celebrate with your family this Christmas!

HOW TO SPEND
TIME WITH JESUS

joy

hope

making everything new
peace

faith

love

L E A R N I N G T O P R A Y L I K E J E S U S - Tuesday, January 18 at 6pm

- Amazing things happened when Jesus prayed for others, and we
can learn how to pray for people just as Jesus did. Join us in this
class for an in-depth look at how to bring God's heart to others
through prayer, and you'll receive practical steps that will enable
you to pray for others in a very simple and natural way. This is also
the first step to be trained to participate on our prayer ministry
teams for our weekend services.

3

NEXT STEPS

GO DEEPER INTO THE LIFE JESUS OFFERS

E M O T I O N A L L Y F O C U S E D : F O U N D AT I O N O N L I N E I N T E N S I V E
( F O R M E R L Y F A I T H W A L K I N G ) - Friday, November 12 5:30pm-

10pm & Saturday, November 13 9am-3:30pm - $50 - The Emotionally
Focused: Foundation Online Intensive is a two-day experience
that helps us dive into our journey of personal transformation.
Sometimes we don't understand why we struggle to show up and be
the authentic person that God wants us to be in our family and day
to day relationships. This online intensive helps us look at times and
places in our lives that have shaped us and still affect us years later.
As we grow in self-awareness we can learn to turn off some of the
automatic responses that lead to fear, anger, habitual sin, anxiety,
and so much more. Believing who God says we are made to be and
receiving his love and acceptance has the power to transform us,
helping us to become a calm peaceful presence in all our interactions.
Participants will attend the intensive via a Zoom link. Find out more
and register at duluthvineyard.org/emotionally-focused

will be followed by smaller group discussions. Feel free to consider
purchasing N.T. Wright’s book Mark for Everyone as a helpful
resource. Sign up online.

Leadership Basics
Thursdays starting on January 13 at 6:30pm - We can be leaders
in many different aspects in our lives - in our church, families,
places of work, and our neighborhoods.
That's why we offer our 5-week long Leadership Basics classes.
Using an online hybrid teaching model, each week participants
will view a short video talk online and read a few articles on
that week’s topic. Then we'll gather in person to engage in
meaningful discussions and reflect on the material to see how
it applies to our lives and to listen for how Jesus is speaking to
us in these areas.

G R O U P L E A D E R T R A I N I N G - Thursday, November 18
at 6:30pm - Small Groups are a significant expression of our life
together as a church. Small Groups are often where people discover
new friendships and experience real encouragement in following
Jesus. Have you ever wondered what it might be like to lead a
Small Group at the Vineyard? We want to invite you to come to the
Small Group Leader Training. In this training, you'll experience
the foundational philosophy, tools, and vision for how and why
we have Small Groups. You'll have time to hear information, ask
questions, and receive some prayer. If you're interested, email Brian
at bbrinkert@duluthvineyard.org.

SMALL

H E A L I N G C L A S S F I N A L E - Tuesday, November 30 at
6pm at our Eastside location (3833 E. Superior St.) - Today we
continue to see God heal physically, emotionally, mentally, and
spiritually––Just like Jesus did in the Bible. That's good news! Every
time we ask for God to do a miracle and it happens, the kingdom
of God is breaking into the natural realm and God is getting what
he wants for us. This class will introduce you to the power of the
kingdom and equip you to see more healing. We look at and learn
from the model of Jesus' healing ministry in the Bible and see
how we are given the same authority to see healing through the
Holy Spirit today. You'll participate by listening and taking notes
with our downloadable notebook and online content found on our
website atduluthvineyard.org/powerhealing. Then join us in person
at Duluth Vineyard Eastside (3833 E. Superior St.) for a class finale
featuring open Q&A, discussion, and some prayer time. Come and be
empowered to participate in all kinds of healing stories! Childcare is
not provided for this class. Register online.

C H A R A C T E R O F A L E A D E R - Character of a Leader helps

you explore your own leadership gifting and gives you all the
tools you'll need to be a kingdom leader wherever you might
lead. This class focuses on building a strong foundation for your
leadership with topics like character, integrity, maturity, and
testing under authority.
V I N E Y A R D L E A D E R S H I P D I S T I N C T I V E S - This class adds

depth to the foundational concepts of leadership taught
in Character of a Leader. The material includes topics like
attitudes and expectations of leaders, cultivating vision in your
leadership, and how to raise up new leaders.

POWER

S T U D Y T H E B I B L E W I T H U S : T H E B O O K O F M A R K - Wednesdays
beginning January 5 at 6:30pm - The Bible is extraordinary! Through
this ancient book, the Holy Spirit reveals the living God, teaches us
the truth, and invites us into the kingdom of God. The Bible helps
transform our lives and should come with a warning label: “Side
effects of reading this book and experiencing God’s love includes
radical obedience as we become children of God.” Join us as we
continue our study of the first written biography of Jesus, the Book
of Mark. As we study Mark during our weekend worship services,
this group will go deeper into this action packed story of the coming
of the king and his kingdom. A large group teaching by John Kliewer

duluthvineyard.org/registration
W O M E N ' S B R U N C H - Saturday, January 15 at 9am - As women
in all walks of life, we are drawn to authentic relationships and
deep intimacy with Jesus, but making time for those things can be
so difficult. Our women's brunch is the perfect space to cultivate
friendships, learn new ways to encounter God, and spend time in
worship and prayer. Whether you're in high school or retirement,
join us for an amazing morning that will feed your stomach and your
soul. Did we mention there is bacon?
A R I S E : V I N E Y A R D M E N ’ S C O N F E R E N C E - February 4 & 5,
2022 - Save the date for our 2022 Vineyard Men’s Conference with
special guest speaker Mission Vineyard Pastor John Aureli! As we
listen and learn, worship and pray, we’ll be challenged to grow in
courage, becoming more of who God has called us to be as men. We
will arise... learning to be men of faith, boldness, and security in the
situations and relationships that God has placed us in.

Unfortunately, at this time, we are not able to offer childcare for events.
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STORIES OF HOPE

HOW GOD'S WORKING IN OUR LIVES

KELLY'S STORY

Art has always been a part of my life. Even as a little girl, I wanted to
be an artist. In my baby book, my mom wrote, “Kelly is an artist. She
draws detailed pictures every night after her bath.” My life with God
didn’t start until much later though. Looking back, I can see how
God used art in my life to help bring me into a relationship with him,
as well as how he continues to use me and my art to speak to others
about him.
I was raised in the Lutheran church but never had a personal
relationship with him. I went through most of my life not believing
in God or Christ or having any religious foundation of any sort. When
I was a kid, I went through a period of traumatic abuse from someone
I really cared about, and that greatly affected how I showed up in the
world. As a teenager, I had a deep emptiness in my heart that I filled
with art, but also with drugs and, when I got older, alcohol as well.
Through college, getting married, and even becoming a mother, art
stayed with me as a passion of my heart.
It’s God who puts the desires of our hearts in there, and he uses
those desires to speak to us. The first time I really had an encounter
with God was when I had an opportunity to live paint at a few
concerts. I would start painting and something else would start to
flow through me. Then when I would finish, it would stop. I had no
way to describe it. I was starting to be more open to God, and he was
starting to get my attention.
After being a stay-at-home mom for several years, I found a master
artist here in Duluth that was opening a fine arts academy. My
husband Andy had always wanted to move to Duluth, and I wanted
to continue my art training. God was putting all the pieces together
for us to get here. We got to Duluth and the Fine Arts Academy is
in an old church that was converted. When I sign my daughter up
for preschool, her preschool is in an old church that was converted.
I would laugh about how God was going to get me into a church
whether I liked it or not. My husband and I began to think, maybe
there’s something to all this. We don’t know, but maybe God is
pursuing us. When a friend recommended the Vineyard, we decided
to check it out.
Andy and I in our adult lives had never gone to church; we were even
married in a courthouse. When we got the Vineyard, it felt like God
had his fingerprints all over it too, because out of all the churches in
Duluth, of course, we would end up at the one that has an amazing
arts program. We checked it out and it was wonderful. We felt so
comfortable. It wasn’t what we were afraid church would be like. We
had a lot of fears and were still not quite sure about the God thing,
but we liked the messages as it was an uplifting start to our day and
we just kept going.
Meanwhile, my mess was growing. We were in a new place. I didn’t
really know anyone. I started drinking a lot, and everything got
out of control. I started going to a Christ-based recovery program
in addition to attending the Vineyard. My heart started to open
more and more to the idea of God. While I was making this art and
God was putting these pieces in place, it all came crashing down.
I got to a point where I had to give up the alcohol or I wasn’t going
to be able to continue with my art. So, I surrendered. I surrendered
the mess in my life, the alcohol and drugs. That was the moment
that I finally believed that God was with me and that he was going to
shepherd me through this mess.

My husband and I’s marriage had been falling apart. We both
received pastoral counseling and it brought us even deeper into our
developing faith and our connection to the Vineyard. I started to get
involved by attending the Creative Conference for the first time.
Then I was asked to teach a painting class. I had never taught and I
was terrified, but I just said “yes” because at that point in my life;
if this is what God’s doing with my life, I’m going to say “yes” to
it. God started to use and bring out my gifts and my talents. When I
would feel uncomfortable, God would show up and help me.
Then God lit my husband and I’s hearts on fire. We both committed
to rebuilding our marriage. I began focusing on my art career. We
got baptized together. I joined a small group. I taught more classes
through the Vineyard Arts Academy. I exhibited my artwork. God
continued to place these cool opportunities in my way to trust him,
and he keeps showing up!
I feel really blessed every day to be able to create art, and I’m going
to do it as long as I can. I know that God’s going to be with me in
that. When I look back on my past, he shows me that what I thought
was so ugly and broken and destroyed and despicable is actually
something that he’s going to use to bring a whole lot of light and
love and truth to the world.
He tells me that I’m beautiful, that I’m worthy and cherished, that
I’m treasured. He’s given me a home; he’s given me community.
He’s given me a pretty messy past and through it, I can show people
that I’m redeemed and loved. God is going to support me. I have
Christ in my heart, and I get to live each day through that. I never
had that before, and now it’s the basis of my entire life.
— Kelly Schamberger

G O D IS AT WO RK
I N O U R COM MU N IT Y!
This book is filled with stories of
lives transformed by Jesus here at the
Duluth Vineyard. God is doing amazing
things in our community. What has
God been doing in your life lately?
Whether it's a big or little thing,
sharing your story of how God is at
work will encourage others to trust
him more too. Send us your story!

stories@duluthvineyard.org.

Pick up this book in the lobby and visit
our website to read more stories.

duluthvineyard.org/hope
#dvstoriesofhope
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SERVING OUR CITY STEPS
BRINGING THE KINGDOM OF GOD

C H R I S T M A S C I T Y O F T H E N O R T H P A R A D E - Friday, November

19 at 5:30pm at 206 W Superior St, Duluth, MN 55802 (Mainstream
Fashions) - Little things done in great love can have a great have a
big impact. We are a community that notices people and goes out of
our way to extend God's Love to them in practical ways. Join us at
5:30pm outside of Mainstream Fashion as we bless our city during
the City of the North Parade by giving out hundreds of cups of
free hot chocolate. This is a fun way to make strangers feel loved,
noticed, and put into practice the radical welcome that God extends
to each of us. This is a great event for the whole family to serve our
community together.

P R I S O N M I N I S T R Y - Looking for a meaningful way to serve in

ministry from home? We're looking for a few more folks to serve
as sermon transcribers for our prison mailing ministry team! Each
week this team transcribes the weekend's message and mails it out
to over 300 inmates who have requested weekly sermons for their
encouragement and spiritual growth. Transcribing the weekend's
sermon is a great way to dive even deeper into the message as you
transcribe it while also getting to make the sermon accessible to the
inmates we get to serve! Transcription volunteers transcribe about
one sermon per month and can do it all from home by accessing the
sermon audio online or through our podcast app. Interested? Email
us at prisonministry@duluthvineyard.org for more info!

A D O P T A F A M I L Y - As a church, we want to continue to find

ways to partner with God to express his heart of compassion
and love for our neighbors in the Twin Ports. One way we get
to do that is by getting Christmas gifts for families who are
struggling financially. Receiving a gift tells a family in need
that they are special to God and provides a sense of normalcy
for a family as they are going through a season of chaos. So, for
the fifth year in a row, we will be hosting an Adopt-a-Family
program! Families with kids receiving food from our food shelf
are eligible to apply to be matched with a sponsor family who
will “adopt” their family for Christmas to buy at least one
present for each of their children and provide a practical gift
card for the family for groceries or gas. Want to help us love on
these families this Christmas?
Sign up by emailing us to sponsor a family and receive more
details! You could do this on your own or with your small group or
workplace- the more the merrier! You'll purchase the gifts and
gift card ($50-$100 range per household), wrap and label them,
and drop them off at the church so we can distribute to families.
Don't want to shop for gifts but still want to help out? You can also
donate to Adopt-a-Family online or by putting Adopt-a-family
in your memo. It'll be a Merry Vineyard Christmas! Contact
us at fotv@duluthvineyard.org or call 218.525.3462 to get
signed up.
C O L L E G E F I N A L S R E L I E F N I G H T - Sunday, December 12 at 4pm to

D O N A T I O N S T O T H E F R E E C L O T H I N G C L O S E T - Matthew 25

says, “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me...” One of the ways we follow Jesus in
this is through our Free Clothing Closet. This ministry provides free
clothing to members of our community in need each week during
our Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf hours Tuesdays from 6-8pm and
Saturdays from 9:30-11:30am. Due to storage limitations and the
pandemic, we were not able to take donations for most of the last
year, but we are now accepting winter outerwear like jackets, hats,
and mittens, and kids clothing (especially 3t, 4t, and 5t). If you
have any of these items you’d like to donate, you can drop them off
during office hours (Tuesdays-Fridays from 9-5), during food shelf
hours, or during weekend worship services. Have questions? Get in
touch at fotv@duluthvineyard.org or 218-525-3462.
O N L I N E C H U R C H T E A M - Did you know we livestream our worship
service every single Sunday?! It's a sweet way to connect and
engage with folks near and far. Along with watching a livestream
of the service, those participating online can chat with other people
watching and receive one on one prayer ministry. If you'd like to
join this team helping pray or greet folks online, contact us at info@
duluthvineyard.org for more information.

Midnight - Jesus was all about meeting practical needs, and during
finals week, college students need a quiet place to study, good food,
caffeine, and a space to relax. This is what Finals Relief Night is all
about! Join our amazing team of volunteers and have a great time
serving Jesus and loving on college students by serving them food,
giving them a warm welcome, or exercising your muscles behind
the scenes by setting up or tearing down for this event. To serve,
sign up on your connect form or contact Michele at 218.525.3462 or
mdenoble@duluthvineyard.org

There's nothing more satisfying than doing something that comes naturally to us,
even if it might be a little bit of work. At times, it's like we're playing.
Find ways to volunteer in our Volunteer Guide or online.

duluthvineyard.org/serve
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As we approach the end of 2021, I find myself
thinking about what a wild ride these past
couple of years have been. It's somewhat
telling that as a source of macabre comfort,
I've been reflecting that the original Mad Max
movie was set in 2021, and the past year has
not quite been that difficult!
On a more serious note, I've found amazing
comfort and encouragement from the pages of
Marks' gospel that we've been teaching from
this autumn. As we've just barely begun this
study, we can already see how Jesus is inviting
us to experience hope and joy and peace and
love and faith as we realign our entire lives
around his message of God's kingdom and
availability.
An Invitation to Experience God's Peace
The peace of God is a common biblical theme
around the advent season. It's one of the
things the angels sang about on the night of
Christ's birth:

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests. - Luke 2:14 (NIV)

“

“

I want to encourage us to think about our
experience of God's peace in a specific area as
we continue to think about realigning our lives
around Christ's invitation to participate in
his kingdom. Our following of Jesus is meant
to deeply transform the way we relate to one
another.
A Different Way of Relating to Others
Especially during the upcoming holiday
season, many of us will be getting together

with family and friends. For some of us, this
may be the first time we've gathered with
these folks in several months. While we may
look forward to these reunions, many of us
also experience the negative fruit of unhealthy
or dysfunctional relationships as well. In order
to avoid the uncomfortable situations, we
sometimes cut ourselves off from people with
whom we disagree, or we distance ourselves
from those we find irritating or offensive.
If we're honest, there are those who have
distanced themselves from us for the very
same reasons. Ouch; thanks a lot for bringing
that up!
Many of us also experience deep emotions this
time of year around the relational brokenness
and loss we've experienced. The holidays seem
to bring our loss and experience of relational
brokenness to the surface in tangible and
sometimes profound ways. In light of our
experience, I couldn't think of a better time,
right when these emotions tend to surface, to
explore some of the ways God is inviting us
allow the availability of his kingdom, his way
of being to influence how we relate to each
other, and how we gather together with our
friends and family.
In the New Testament gospels we see
Jesus interacting with all of us humans in
a surprisingly healthy way—we see him
making room for those who are left out. He's
challenging those who have lost sight of God's
extravagant and undeserved hospitality. At
the same time, he's inviting anyone who
realigns their lives, their entire approach to
living, around him and his kingdom, around
his approach to all of life, to personally
experience a fullness of life that is completely
transforming. Christ’s kingdom, his way of

life has a profound impact on everything and
especially on all of our relationships.
I've been taught, and discovered it's true, my
honest curiosity about another's perspective is
a key component to staying connected to them
in a healthy way. Before deciding how I agree
or not, and long before I try to convince them
of my much better viewpoint, it's so important
that I learn to get curious and ask loads
of questions about how they've come to
their conclusions. I've watched how my
loving curiosity can open doors of relational
connection that might’ve remained locked,
not only to me, but to also God's love.
My prayer for us during this upcoming holiday
season is that we personally experience God's
hope and peace and joy and love—that our faith
would increase. And that we would stay deeply
connected to those around us; no matter our
differing opinions or perspectives. The people
we share this community with are our friends
and family and neighbors. Our Creator loves
both us and them the same. Because of his
love, because of his empowering Spirit within
us, I think he's inviting us to extend his kind
of hospitality to those around us.
Peace to you,

Michael Gatlin, Senior Pastor
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